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Paul of Tarsus writing epistles: Caravaggio

How the Bible came to us …
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In the beginning God … The Essential Truth:
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There is a God!

God is eternal, absolute, unique!

God is self existent, independent!

God has created all things!

God has revealed Himself in Scripture!

God became incarnate in Jesus Christ!

The Inescapable Truth:
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This is what the LORD says— 
He who created the heavens, He is God;  
He who fashioned and made the earth,  
He founded it; … He says: 
“I am the LORD, and there is no other. … 
there is no God apart from Me, 
a righteous God and a Savior; 
there is none but Me.” (Isaiah 45:18–21)
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“Remember this, fix it in your mind, … 
I am God, and there is no other. 
I am God, and there is none like Me. 
I make known the end from the beginning, 
    from ancient times, what is still to come. …  
What I have said, that will I bring about; 
    what I have planned, that will I do.  
                   (Isaiah 46:8-11)

God has revealed Himself!

In the past God spoke to our ancestors 
through the prophets at many times and in 
various ways, but in these last days He has 
spoken to us by His Son, whom He 
appointed heir of all things, and through 
whom also He made the universe. The Son 
is the radiance of God’s glory and the 
exact representation of His being, 
sustaining all things by His powerful word. 
                    (Hebrews 1:1–3)

God has spoken!

We also have the prophetic message as 
something completely reliable, and you 
will do well to pay attention to it, …   
Above all, you must understand that no 
prophecy of Scripture came about by the 
prophet’s own interpretation of things. For 
prophecy never had its origin in the 
human will, but prophets, though human, 
spoke from God as they were carried 
along by the Holy Spirit. (2 Peter 1:19–21)

God’s words have been recorded!



All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful 
for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness, so that the 
servant of God may be thoroughly 
equipped for every good work. (NIV) 

All Scripture is inspired by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, for training in righteousness; 
so that. … (2 Timothy 3:16–17) (NASB)

The Bible is God’s word recorded! God is not silent, He has spoken!

Inspiration

Illumination

Revelation

1.Natural-general 

2.Special-written 

3.Special-personal

Revelation is God making Himself known,  
it is God’s work exclusively and entirely 
He has revealed himself in three ways:

Revelation

1.Natural-general 
Through His   
acts and works

Revelation

For since the creation of the world His 
invisible attributes, His eternal power 
and divine nature have been clearly 

seen, being understood through what 
has been made, Romans 1:20

1.Natural-general 
Through His   
acts and works

Revelation

The heavens declare the glory of God;  
the skies proclaim the work of his hands.  

Day after day they pour forth speech;  
night after night they reveal knowledge.  

 Psalm 19:1–2

2. Special-written 
Words, prophets, 
Scriptures

God, after He spoke long ago to 
the fathers in the prophets in 

many portions and in many ways, 
Hebrews 1:1

Revelation

3. Special-personal 
    Person, the Lord 

Jesus Christ

in these last days God has 
spoken to us in His Son,   

Hebrews 1:2

Revelation
From God to us, with love!

Revelation
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 Revelation

Revelation Recorded  
= Inspiration

But know this first of all,  
that no prophecy of Scripture is a 
matter of one’s own interpretation, 
for no prophecy was ever made  

by an act of human will,  
but men moved by the Holy Spirit 

spoke from God.  
2 Peter 1:20-21

Inspiration

Now these are the last words of David.  
David the son of Jesse declares, ...  

“The Spirit of the LORD spoke by me,  
And His word was on my tongue.  

2 Samuel 23:1-2

Inspiration Inspiration

All Scripture is inspired by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, for training in righteousness; 
so that the man of God may be adequate, 

equipped for every good work. 
 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NASB)

1. Understand 

2. Holy Spirit, is 
essential in its 
interpretation 

3. Inductive Bible 
study-methodical
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Discovering Truth
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Discovering Truth

Inspiration

Illumination Imperfect

Perfect
Truth = 
Meaning

Revelation

Interpretation

Open my eyes, that I may behold  
wonderful things from Your law.  

Psalm 119:18

Meaningful Bible Study 
requires a “seeing eye”

Do not merely listen to the word, and so 
deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 
Anyone who listens to the word but 

does not do what it says is like someone 
who looks at his face in a mirror and, 

after looking at himself, goes away and 
immediately forgets what he looks like. 

James 1:22–24 (NIV)

Meaningful Bible Study 
requires an “obedient heart”
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The last week in the life of Jesus Christ  
Saturday, March 28     — Jesus arrives at Bethany 
Sunday, March 29       — Ministers to crowds at Bethany 
Monday,  March 30      — Triumphal entry into Jerusalem 
Tuesday, March 31      — Cleansing of the Temple 
Wednesday, April 1      — Delivers the Olivet Discourse 
Thursday, April 2          — Final Passover, betrayal, and arrest 
Friday, April 3               — Trial, crucifixion, and burial 
Sunday, April 5             — Resurrection of Jesus, the Christ 
Thursday, May 14        — Jesus’ ascension into heaven 
Sunday, May 24,          — Day of Pentecost,

Chronology of  the Life of  Jesus Christ

   45AD   48                58        62        66                     96

Chronology of  the New Testament Books

James

48-57 
Paul- 

Galatians 
Thessalonians 

Corinthians 
Romans

Matthew

60-62 
Paul- 

Ephesians 
Colossians 
Philippians 
Philemon

Hebrews 
Jude

63-66 
Paul- 

1 Timothy 
Titus 

2 Timothy

1, 2 Peter 
Mark

Luke- 
Gospel 

Acts

85-96 
John- 

Gospel 
Epistles 

Revelation

Now the Berean Jews were of more 
noble character than those in 
Thessalonica, for they received the 
message with great eagerness and 
examined the Scriptures every day to 
see if what Paul said was true. As a 
result, many of them believed, as did 
also a number of prominent Greek 
women and many Greek men. 
                (Acts 17:11–12)

Let us be ‘Berean Christians’

How to  study the Bible,
I have hidden your word in my heart 

that I might not sin against you. 
I meditate on your precepts 

and consider your ways. 
I delight in your decrees; 

I will not neglect your word. 

Your word is a lamp to my feet 
and a light for my path   
(Psalm 119:11-16, 105)

See you next week!

Matthew 
Jesus is the Promised King!


