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Isaiah: The Savior is Born!

 Best known prophet 

 “Messianic” prophet 

 “Gospel” of the OT 

 411 references in NT 

Career lasted 50+ 
years, 739 to 686 B.C. 

 

The Message of  Isaiah:

Central Theme: Messianic 
 “The Messiah will come,   
 the Holy One of  Israel will: 
! save His people from their sins  
! judge sinners in Israel and nations 
! restore righteousness to Israel 
! create new heavens & new earth



Names & titles of  Messiah in Isaiah:

!The Branch, 4:2 
!Immanuel, 7:14 
!Stone, Rock, 8:14 
!Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace, 9:6 
!Root of Jesse, 11:1, 10; 53:2; 
!Maker, Holy One of Israel, 17:7; 54:5

Names & titles of  Messiah in Isaiah:

!Stone, cornerstone, 28:16 

!Sovereign LORD, 40:10; 56:8  

!Shepherd, 40:11 

!Redeemer, 41:14; 59:20  

!Servant, 42:1; 52:13; 53:11 

!Light for the Gentiles, 49:6-7 

!Sacrificial Lamb, 53:7

Major Messianic Passages, 1-12

1:18-       Invitation to salvation 
2:1-5- His millennial rule in Zion 
4:2-6- “Branch” cleansing Zion’s sin 
5:1-7- LORD of the vineyard  
7:14- Virgin birth of Immanuel 
9:1-7- Son given, Prince of Peace, 
11:1-16- Root of Jesse will rally nations 
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Isaiah: Your Redeemer, the Holy One will Come! 
Key Verse: 59:20, The Redeemer will come to Zion, to those in Jacob who repent of their sins. 
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Overview of  Isaiah:

1. 1- 35-  Prophecies of Judgment 
2. 36-39- Historical bridge 
3. 40-66- Promises of redemption,            

-return from Babylon       
-restoration to the land,          
-Messiah’s suffering        
-comfort for the redeemed      
-Messiah’s ultimate triumph

Judgment of Judah (part 1)          1-12 
A. The Great Indictment   1:2-20 
B. The Great Prediction     1:21-2:4 
C. The Great Abandonment    2:5-3:8 
D. The Great Verdict      3:9-4:1 
E. The Great Judge “Branch”       4:2-6 
F. Case reviewed- vineyard song  5:1-30 

Prophecies of  Judgment- 1-35

A. The Great Indictment, 1:2-20 
God versus the people of  Israel 

(Presented like a court trial)

1. Opening charge-                       1:2-3 
2. Accusation: abandoning God-   1:4-6 
3. Evidence introduced-                1:7-9 
4. Judicial finding- guilty!               1:10-15 
5. Gracious call for repentance-    1:16-20 

Hear me, you heavens! Listen, earth!  
    For the LORD has spoken:  
“I reared children and brought them up,  
    but they have rebelled against me.  
The ox knows its master,  
    the donkey its owner’s manger,  
but Israel does not know,  
    my people do not understand.” (1:2-3)

1. The opening charge- 



Woe to the sinful nation,  
    a people whose guilt is great, … 
They have forsaken the LORD; 
    they have spurned the Holy One of Israel 
    and turned their backs on Him. … 
Your whole head is injured, 
    your whole heart is afflicted. … 
there is no soundness— 
    only wounds, welts, and open sores, 
    not cleansed or bandaged     (1:4-6)

2. The accusation- abandoning God

Your country is desolate,  
    your cities burned with fire, … 
The daughter of Zion is left 
    like a shelter in a vineyard, … 
    like a city under siege. 
Unless the LORD Almighty 
    had left us some survivors, 
we would become like Sodom, 
    we would have become like Gomorrah.     
                      (1:7-9)

3. The evidence and consequences

Hear the word of the LORD, 
    you rulers of Sodom;… 
Listen to the law of our God, 
    you people of Gomorrah! … 
When you come to appear before Me, 
    who has asked this of you, 
    this trampling of My courts? … 
Even if you offer many prayers, 
    I will not listen.     
Your hands are full of blood; (1:10-15)

4. The judicial ruling- guilty

5. God’s gracious invitation!
Wash and make yourselves clean.  
Take your evil deeds out of My sight! 
Stop doing wrong,  
      learn to do right!  
Seek justice,  
      encourage the oppressed.  
Defend the cause of the fatherless, 
      plead the case of the widow. (1:16-17) 

(There are 10 imperatives in these verses)



5. God’s gracious invitation!
“Come now, let us reason (argue) together,”  
      says the LORD.  
“Though your sins are like scarlet,  
      they shall be as white as snow;  
though they are red as crimson, (tolaath) 
      they shall be like wool.  
If you are willing and obedient,  
      you will eat the best from the land;  
but if you resist and rebel,  
      you will be devoured by the sword.” 
The mouth of the LORD has spoken. (1:18-20)

B. The Great Prediction, 1:21-2:5

1. Cause for God’s judgment-         1:21-23 
2. Certainty of God’s judgment-      1:24-26 
3. Character of God’s judgment-     1:27-31 
4. Culmination of God’s judgment-  2:1-5 

The law will go out from Zion, 
     the word of the LORD from Jerusalem 
He will judge between the nations 
    and will settle disputes for many peoples 
They will beat their swords into plowshares 
    and their spears into pruning hooks. 
Nation will not take up sword against 
nation, nor will they train for war anymore. 
    Come, O house of Jacob,  
    let us walk in the light of the LORD. (2:4)

4. The culmination 0f  God’s judgment

“You have abandoned your people,  
     the house of Jacob.” (2:6) 

1. Because of their pagan ways-   2:6-9 
2. Because of their pride-              2:10-17 
3. Because of their idols-               2:18-22 
4. Because of their rebellion-         3:1-8 

C. The Great Abandonment, 2:5-3:8 
as they have abandoned God, 

so God will abandon them! 



God’s day of  reckoning!
“The LORD Almighty has a day in store 
      for all the proud and lofty … 
The arrogance of man will be brought low … 
The LORD alone will be exalted in that day 
People will flee to caves in the rocks       
      and to holes in the ground … 
They will flee to caverns in the rocks 
      and to the overhanging crags       
from the fearful presence of the LORD 
      and the splendor of His majesty, 
      when He rises to shake the earth. (2:12-21)

1. Courtroom before the judge enters- (3:9-12) 
2. Entrance of the divine judge-          (3:13-14) 
3. The charges read in court-              (3:14-16) 
4. The sentence- bitter suffering-      (3:17-4:1) 

D. The Great Verdict, 3:9-4:1 
(the post trial sentencing) 

God convenes His court! 3:9-14

The look on their faces testifies against them; 
    they parade their sin like Sodom;  
    they do not hide it. Woe to them!  
They have brought disaster upon themselves … 
The LORD takes His place in court; 
    He rises to judge the people. 
The LORD enters into judgment 
    against the elders and leaders of His people:

The charges read in court! 3:14-17
“It is you who have ruined my vineyard;  
    the plunder from the poor is in your houses.  
What do you mean by crushing my people  
    and grinding the faces of the poor?”  
declares the LORD, the LORD Almighty. … 

The sentence announced! 3:18-4:1
In that day… 
Your men will fall by the sword,  
The gates of Zion will lament and mourn; 
    destitute, she will sit on the ground. 



1. When? “in that day” Jesus’ return-  (4:2a) 
2. Who? Branch of the LORD-             (4:2b) 
3. Who? survivors in Israel-                (4:2c-3) 
4. How? salvation, “wash away”-        (4:4) 
5. What? The LORD will create glory- (4:5-6) 

E. The Great Judge, 4:2-6 
(the Branch-Jesus Christ) 

In that day the Branch of the LORD will be 
beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the 
earth will be the pride and glory of the 
survivors in Israel. Those who are left in 
Zion, who remain in Jerusalem, will be 
called holy—all who are recorded among 
the living in Jerusalem. (Isaiah 4:2-3)

Messiah will return in triumph!

The LORD will cleanse the bloodstains from 
Jerusalem by a spirit of judgment and a 
spirit of fire. Then the LORD will create over 
all of Mount Zion and over those who 
assemble there a cloud of smoke by day 
and a glow of flaming fire by night; over 
everything the glory will be a canopy. It will 
be a shelter and shade from the heat of the 
day, and a refuge and hiding place from 
the storm and the rain. (Isaiah 4:4-6) 

Messiah will purge their sin!

Prophecies of  Judgment- 1-35

Judgment of Judah (part 2)       1-12 
 (historical proof of Judah’s sin) 
 G. Isaiah commissioned                 6 
 H. Symbolic sons=sign to nation  7-9 
     I. Samaria (Israel) to be judged  9 
    J. Assyria to be judged    10 
    K. Ruler- Messiah to come   11 
    L. Song of praise by redeemed  12 

 



Isaiah’s call and commission, 6:1-11
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the 
LORD, high and exalted, seated on a throne; …  

“Woe to me,” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a 
man of unclean lips, and among a people of 
unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, 
the LORD Almighty.” … 

Then I heard the voice of the LORD saying, 
“Whom shall I send? Who will go for us?” 
And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” … 
Then I said, “How long, O LORD?”

The LORD Himself will give you a sign: the 
virgin shall conceive and give birth to a Son, 
and will call Him Immanuel. (Isaiah 7:14)  

“Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to 
take Mary home as your wife, because what 
is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.”  
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had 
said through the prophet: “The virgin will 
conceive and give birth to a son, and they 
will call him Immanuel” (which means “God 
with us”). (Matthew 1:20-23)

Messiah to be born of  a virgin! (7:14)

Evidence supporting the virgin birth

1. Circumstances calling for the sign 
2. Plural “you,” – “house of David” (9, 13) 
3. Miraculous nature of the sign itself 
4. Change from “your God” to “my God” 
5. Identity of the “almah” (definite article) 
6. Septuagint translated it as “virgin” 
7. New Testament authors understood it as 

a reference to the virgin birth of Jesus

The LORD Almighty  
     is the one you are to regard as holy,  
     He is the one you are to fear,  
     He is the one you are to dread, 
and He will be a sanctuary; 
but for both houses of Israel He will be 
     a stone that causes men to stumble 
     and a rock that makes them fall. 

(This passage refers to Jesus the Messiah, 
Luke 2:34; Romans 9:33; 1 Peter 2:6-8)

Messiah will be rejected! (8:13-14)



For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, 
    Mighty God, Everlasting Father,  
    Prince of Peace.  
Of the greatness of his government and  
peace there will be no end. He will reign on 
David’s throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and 
righteousness from that time on and forever.

Messiah is both God and man! (9:6-7)

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; 
   from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.  
The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him—  

the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,  
the Spirit of counsel and of might,  
the Spirit of the knowledge and  
fear of the LORD  

and he will delight in the fear of the LORD.  
                        Isaiah 11:1-3  

Messiah is from the line of  David!

“A shoot will come up from the stump of 
Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.” 
                         Isaiah 11:1   

He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes,  
     or decide by what he hears with his ears;  
but with righteousness he will judge the needy,  
     with justice he will give decisions  
     for the poor of the earth.  
He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth;  
with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked.  
Righteousness will be his belt  
     and faithfulness the sash around his waist.    
                        Isaiah 11:4-5  

Messiah will bring truth and justice!



The wolf will live with the lamb,  
   the leopard will lie down with the goat,  
   the calf and the lion and the yearling together; 
   and a little child will lead them.  
The cow will feed with the bear,  
   their young will lie down together,  
   and the lion will eat straw like the ox. … 
They will neither harm nor destroy on all my 
holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the 
knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the 
sea. (11:6-9)

Messiah will restore God’s rule!

In that day the Root of Jesse will stand 
     as a banner for the peoples; 
     and His place of rest will be glorious. 
In that day the LORD will reach out His hand 
     a second time to reclaim the remnant … 

He will raise a banner for the nations 
     and gather the exiles of Israel;  
He will assemble the scattered people of Judah  
     from the four corners of the earth.  
                        Isaiah 11:10-12  

Messiah will restore God’s people!

In that day you will say: 
“Give praise to the LORD,  
     proclaim His name; make known  
     among the nations what He has done, 
     and proclaim that His name is exalted. 
Sing to the LORD,  
     for He has done glorious things; 
     let this be known to all the world. 
Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion, 
     for great is the Holy One of Israel among you 
                       Isaiah 12:5-6  

God’s people will rejoice!

See you next week!

Isaiah 13-66 
The King is Coming  

Peace at Last!


