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So I made up my mind that I would not 
make another painful visit to you. …  

For I wrote to you out of great distress 
and anguish of heart and with many 
tears, not to grieve you but to let you 
know the depth of my love for you. 
                        (2:1-4)

Paul’s painful visit, anguished letter

Was that our 1 Corinthians, or a 
third letter that we no longer have?



4

Distinctive features of  2 Corinthians

! Most autobiographical of his letters 

! Paul’s self portrait is unique 
! Depth of Paul’s self-disclosure, he 

reveals unique personal details of 
his calling and experiences 

! Defends his character, apostolic 
credentials, speech, appearance, 
message, intelligence, methods, 
personal motives, and integrity
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Contrast of  opening and closing

Opening 

Abrupt 

No thanksgiving 

God’s mercy 

Affliction/comfort 

Paul’s suffering 
and hope for them

Closing 

Warm 

Love and good will 

God’s love & peace 

Be comforted 

Be like-minded,  
live in peace
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2 Corinthians: Christ’s Ambassador Answers His Critics 
Key verse: 5:20, Therefore we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; 

1                                                                           7     8                            9     10                                         13 

  Solicitation: 
to Grace      
Giving   

   Vindication:   
of Paul’s  

Apostleship 

Paul,    
A.D. 56 
from 
Macedonia 

 Key                  Comfort, confidence,               Given, gift,              Boast, weakness, apostle,   
 Words       forgive, ministry, glory, trouble      grace, generous                 power, fool 

Tone:      Conciliatory,  encouraging                  Challenging             Defensive, apologetic 

Focus:        Penitent, positive majority            Giving majority      Critical, negative minority 

Style:      Appealing, explaining, uplifting     Reminding, urging         Warning, refuting 

  Paul’s:          Marked by Glory,                           Integrity                Suffering, not inferior,  
  Ministry    Compelled by Christ’s love              Generosity           Made perfect in weakness  

  Consolation:   
Paul’s Ministry  

of Reconciliation 
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Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and 
the God of all comfort, who comforts us in 
all our troubles, so that we can comfort 
those in any trouble with the comfort we 
ourselves receive from God. For just as we 
share abundantly in the sufferings of Christ, 
so also our comfort abounds through Christ. 
                             (1:3–5)

Paul’s personal suffering/comfort
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We were under great pressure, far 
beyond our ability to endure, so that we 
despaired of life itself. Indeed, we felt we 
had received the sentence of death. But 
this happened that we might not rely on 
ourselves but on God, who raises the 
dead. He has delivered us from such a 
deadly peril, and he will deliver us again. 
                        (1:8–10)

Intensity of  Paul’s suffering
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Our conscience testifies that we have 
conducted ourselves in the world, and 
especially in our relations with you, with 
integrity and godly sincerity. We have 
done so, relying not on worldly wisdom 
but on God’s grace. … (1:12) 

I call God as my witness—and I stake my 
life on it—that it was to spare you that I 
did not return to Corinth. (1:23)

Integrity of  Paul’s life and ministry



10

Now it is God who makes both us and 
you stand firm in Christ. He anointed 
us, set his seal of ownership on us, 
and put his Spirit in our hearts as a 
deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. 
                       (1:21–22)

Source of  Paul’s strength (and ours)
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The punishment inflicted on him by the 
majority is sufficient. Now instead, you ought 
to forgive and comfort him, so that he will not 
be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. I urge 
you, therefore, to reaffirm your love for him. 
… Anyone you forgive, I also forgive …  
I have forgiven in the sight of Christ for your 
sake, in order that Satan might not outwit us. 
For we are not unaware of his schemes. 
                             (2:6–11)

Enough already! Restore the brother!
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But thanks be to God, who always leads us 
as captives in Christ’s triumphal procession 
and uses us to spread the aroma of the 
knowledge of him everywhere. For we are to 
God the pleasing aroma of Christ among 
those who are being saved and those who 
are perishing. To the one we are an aroma 
that brings death; to the other, an aroma that 
brings life. And who is equal to such a task? 
                           (2:14–16)

Paul is a captive to Christ!
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Unlike so many, we do not peddle the 
word of God for profit. On the contrary, 
in Christ we speak before God with 
sincerity, as those sent from God. Are 
we beginning to commend ourselves 
again? Or do we need, like some 
people, letters of recommendation to 
you or from you?  (2:17–3:1)

Paul was not a gospel “peddler”!
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You yourselves are our letter, written on 
our hearts, known and read by 
everyone. You show that you are a letter 
from Christ, the result of our ministry, 
written not with ink but with the Spirit of 
the living God, not on tablets of stone 
but on tablets of human hearts. (3:2–3)

They are Paul’s letter of  reference!

Who/what is our letter of  reference?
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Such confidence we have through Christ 
before God. Not that we are competent 
in ourselves to claim anything for 
ourselves, but our competence comes 
from God. He has made us competent 
as ministers of a new covenant—not of 
the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter 
kills, but the Spirit gives life. (3:4–6)

Source of  Paul’s strength (and ours)
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Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil 
covers their hearts. But whenever anyone 
turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 
Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the 
Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And 
we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate 
the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into 
his image with ever-increasing glory, which 
comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. 
                          (3:15–18)

Transforming power of  the gospel
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Therefore, since through God’s mercy we 
have this ministry, we do not lose heart. 
Rather, we have renounced secret and 
shameful ways; we do not use deception, 
nor do we distort the word of God. On the 
contrary, … what we preach is not 
ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and 
ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake.       
                           (4:1–5)

It is all about Jesus, not about us!
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But we have this treasure in jars of clay to 
show that this all-surpassing power is 
from God and not from us. We are hard 
pressed on every side, but not crushed; 
perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, 
but not abandoned; struck down, but not 
destroyed. We always carry around in our 
body the death of Jesus, so that the life of 
Jesus may also be revealed in our body. 
                          (4:7–10)

This treasure is stored in clay pots!
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Therefore we do not lose heart. Though 
outwardly we are wasting away, yet 
inwardly we are being renewed day by 
day. For our light and momentary 
troubles are achieving for us an eternal 
glory that far outweighs them all. So we 
fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on 
what is unseen, since what is seen is 
temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.   
                      (4:16–18)

It is an enduring, eternal ministry!
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For we know that if the earthly tent we 
live in is destroyed, we have a building 
from God, an eternal house in heaven, 
not built by human hands. …  

Now the one who has fashioned us for 
this very purpose is God, who has 
given us the Spirit as a deposit, 
guaranteeing what is to come. (5:1–5)

The eternal outcome is guarantied!
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We are always confident and know that 
as long as we are at home in the body 
we are away from the Lord. For we live 
by faith, not by sight. We are confident, 
I say, and would prefer to be away 
from the body and at home with the 
Lord. So we make it our goal to please 
him, whether we are at home in the 
body or away from it. (5:6–9)

The absolute certainty of  life!
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We must all appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ, so that each of us may 
receive what is due us for the things done 
while in the body, whether good or bad.  

Since, then, we know what it is to fear the 
Lord, we try to persuade others. What we 
are is plain to God, and I hope it is also 
plain to your conscience. (5:10-11)

The final measure of  life!
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For Christ’s love compels us, because we 
are convinced that one died for all, and 
therefore all died. And he died for all, that 
those who live should no longer live for 
themselves but for him who died for them 
and was raised again. …  

If anyone is in Christ, the new creation has 
come: the old has gone, the new is here!  
                           (5:14-17)

The life transforming power of  grace!
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We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, 
as though God were making his appeal 
through us. We implore you on Christ’s 
behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made 
him who had no sin to be sin for us, so 
that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. (5:20–21)

Our calling, ambassadors for Christ!

Jesus took our sins on Himself  and 
gave us His righteousness in its place!
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We are the temple of the living God.  
As God has said: 
“I will live with them and walk among them, I 
will be their God, they will be My people.”… 

Therefore, since we have these promises, 
let us purify ourselves from everything that 
contaminates body and spirit, perfecting 
holiness out of reverence for God.  
                       (6:16-7:1)

Our response, all out obedience!
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But since you excel in everything—in 
faith, in speech, in knowledge, in 
complete earnestness and in the love we 
have kindled in you—see that you also 
excel in this grace of giving. … For you 
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that though He was rich, yet for your sake 
He became poor, so that you through His 
poverty might become rich. (8:7-9)

Our call to grace living and giving!
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Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly 
will also reap sparingly, and whoever 
sows generous ly w i l l a lso reap 
generously. Each of you should give 
what you have decided in your heart to 
give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 
for God loves a cheerful giver. (9:6–8)

You reap what, and as, you sow!

Give thoughtfully, purposefully!
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And God is able to bless you abundantly, 
so that in all things at all times, having all 
that you need, you will abound in every 
good work. … Now he who supplies 
seed to the sower and bread for food will 
also supply and increase your store of 
seed and will enlarge the harvest of your 
righteousness. … Thanks be to God for 
His indescribable gift! (9:8-9, 15)

You cannot out give God!
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Though we live in the world, we do not 
wage war as the world does. The weapons 
we fight with are not the weapons of the 
world. On the contrary, they have divine 
power to demolish strongholds. We 
demolish arguments and every pretension 
that sets itself up against the knowledge of 
God, and we take captive every thought to 
make it obedient to Christ. (10:3–5)

We are engaged in spiritual warfare
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Whatever anyone else dares to boast 
about—I also dare to boast about. Are they 
Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So 
am I. Are they Abraham’s descendants? 
So am I. Are they servants of Christ? I am 
more. I have worked much harder, been in 
prison more frequently, been flogged more 
severely, and been exposed to death again 
and again. (11:21–23)

Paul is a true “super-apostle”!
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Five times I received from the Jews forty 
lashes minus one. Three times I was 
beaten with rods, once I was pelted with 
stones, three times I was shipwrecked, 
… I have labored and toiled and have 
often gone without sleep; I have known 
hunger and thirst and have often gone 
without food; I have been cold and 
naked. … Besides everything else, I face 
daily the pressure of my concern for all 
the churches. (11:24–28)
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I know a man in Christ who fourteen years 
ago was caught up to the third heaven. 
Whether it was in the body or out of the 
body I do not know—God knows. And I 
know that this man—whether in the body 
or apart from the body I do not know, but 
God knows—was caught up to paradise 
and heard inexpressible things, things that 
no one is permitted to tell. (12:2–4)

Paul’s “out of  body” experience!
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Therefore, in order to keep me from 
becoming conceited, I was given a 
thorn in my flesh, a messenger of 
Satan, to torment me. Three times I 
pleaded with the Lord to take it away 
from me. But he said to me, “My grace 
is sufficient for you, for my power is 
made perfect in weakness.” (12:7–8)

Paul’s “thorn in the flesh”!

God’s grace is more than enough!
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Therefore I will boast all the more 
gladly about my weaknesses, so that 
Christ’s power may rest on me. That 
is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in 
weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, 
in persecutions, in difficulties. For 
when I am weak, then I am strong.  
                   (12:9–11)

It is all about and because of  Christ

God’s strength exceeds my weakness!
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Examine yourselves to see whether 
you are in the faith; test yourselves. 
Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is 
in you—unless, of course, you fail the 
test? And I trust that you will discover 
that we have not failed the test. Now 
we pray to God that you will not do 
anything wrong. (13:5–7)

Our call for self-examination



See you next week!

Galatians: 
The Charter of  

Christian Liberty


