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What we need to know  
as we begin our  

Journey through the Bible- 
How the Bible came to be

The uniqueness of  the Bible

 A library of 66 different books  
 written by 40 different authors, 
 over a time span of 1500 years, 
 with one harmonious message, 
 stretching from eternity to eternity, 
 consistently true in every detail, 
 because of one divine author,

 It is God’s revelation to/for us 
 “God, after He spoke long ago   

to the fathers in the prophets in 
many portions and in many ways, 
in these last days has spoken to 
us in His Son,.” Hebrews 1:1-2

From God to us, with love!



 It is Inspired, “God breathed” 
 “All Scripture is inspired by God 

and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, for training 
in righteousness; so that the man 
of God may be adequate, 
equipped for every good work.”  

 2 Timothy 3:15-16

 It was written by men who were 
“moved” by the Holy Spirit.  

 “But know this first of all, that no 
prophecy of Scripture is a matter of 
one’s own interpretation, for no 
prophecy was ever made by an act 
of human will, but men moved by 
the Holy Spirit spoke from God.”  

       2 Peter 1:20-21
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 It is indestructible, imperishable 
 Jesus said, “I tell you, until   

heaven and earth disappear,      
not the smallest letter, not the 
least stroke of a pen, will by any 
means disappear from the Law 
until everything is accomplished.” 

      Matthew 5:18 



 It is trustworthy in every detail 
Jesus’ prayer to the Father, John 17 
“I have revealed you to those whom 
you gave me out of the world. They 
were yours; you gave them to me.   
I gave them the words you gave me 
and they accepted them. Sanctify 
them by the truth; your word is truth”

How do we know  
that what we read today  
is what they wrote then?

Determining: 
Canon = literary “criticism” 
Text = textual “criticism”

• Canon—“rule” or “measuring rod.” 

!

 Refers to the accepted books of  
 the Old and New Testaments.

Canonization of the Bible

How do we know that the 
books they wrote then are 

the books in our Bible today?

Criteria for Canonicity:
-Is it authoritative – 	
	 did it come with the authority of God?	
-Is it prophetic/apostolic– 	
	 was it written by a man of God?	
-Is it authentic – 	
	 did it tell the truth about God, man, etc.?	
-Is it dynamic – did it come with the life-	
   transforming power of God?	
-Was it received, collected, read and used?	
-Was it accepted by the people of God?
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  Determining the text = 
textual “criticism”    

How do we know  
that what they wrote then 

is what we read today?

God, the Divine author

Human authors

Original text = Scripture



How did we get from 
the original text to  

our modern translations? 

Transmission of  the text

Copies of the original text

Original text of Scripture

“Critical text” used by translators

From the original text to  
our modern translations 

Critical text used by 
translators

Scott Duvall and Daniel Hays, Grasping God’s Word, p.35

More Formal: 
Word for word

More Functional: 
Thought for thought
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RSV NET NIV GNB Message

The Credibility of  the  
Old Testament

Importance of the Dead Sea Scrolls (1947)
Qumran Cave 4 

Qumran Cave 4 



-There are more than 24,000 partial 
and complete manuscript copies of 
the New Testament.  

-There are also 86,000+ quotations 
from the early church fathers and 
several thousand Lectionaries 
(church-service books containing 
Scripture quotations used in the 
early centuries of Christianity). 

Credibility of  the New Testament
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Minor Prophets 
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New Testament 

Gospels 

History 

Paul’s Letters General Letters 

Prophesy 

See you next week!

Read Genesis 1-11 
In the beginning, God …


