
 Where We Have Been . . .

God has blessed our church with financial health and we owe a deep debt of 
gratitude to Him for providing the facilities, staff and ministries that we enjoy 
today. We thought it would be helpful and informative to review some of our recent 
financial history, especially as it relates to our facilities.

1994 – Bethel Church moves from its South University location to our current home.

2004 – Growth requires the construction on a new auditorium, offices, and adult 
classrooms at a cost of approximately $7 million dollars. Our Bethel Church family 
generously pledged to pay most of this debt over the next several years through 
designated giving.

2011 - Bethel leadership initiates Financial Peace University training (Dave Ramsey’s 
material) church-wide and then in 2012 decided to eliminate our remaining building 
debt ($2.3 million) through the Living Above and Beyond Fund. It was also decided 
to create an emergency fund, and to regularly budget for larger facility maintenance 
needs through a Facility Contingency Fund. 

2016 - All but $637,000 of the building loan had been paid. A special effort with 
matching gifts then brought the momentum necessary to completely eliminate our 
debt by February 2017. Praise God!

Since 2012 we have budgeted funds to complete major projects such as paving/
repairing much of our parking, re-carpeting/painting most of our buildings, handling 
significant repairs and upgrades to our HVAC/roof/electrical/plumbing systems, 
changing most of our lighting to LED, replacing our Worship Center and FLC video 
and audio systems, renovating and outfitting our classrooms/foyer with updated 
technology, and replacing chairs and tables. Most recently, we have been able 
to completely renovate our Kitchens and FLC, build a maintenance garage, and 
purchase a skid steer and truck with a combination of budgeted monies and gifts 
from the Living Above and Beyond Fund. In the last 8 years, over $2 million dollars 
has been invested in order to be good stewards of the facilities God has graciously 
provided as our ministry hub.

During these last few years, we have also been able to increase departmental 
ministry funds, add new ministries, increase Global and Local Outreach support, 
improve compensation and benefits for our staff, and create an Emergency Fund 
of $450,000. Even during the current COVID-19 Pandemic God has generously 
provided on-budget giving through his people, allowing us to retain our staff and 
strategize for future ministry in these uncertain times. 



     And Where We Are Going . . .

As our elder and pastoral leadership have prayerfully considered how to fulfill 
our mission of Loving God Passionately, Loving Others Intentionally, and 
Serving the World Sacrificially; they have prayerfully decided that the next large 
ministry investment should be a starter fund for the expanding our outreach 
into areas beyond the immediate FM area through video venues. We plan to 
plant culturally-relevant satellite video venues which align with our main Bethel 
Church campus in mission, vision, values and teaching. Jesus said to go and 
reach the lost, and we believe these targeted fast-growing areas need a greater 
evangelical presence.

•	 These venues will be one church (Bethel) in multiple locations. 
•	 Each venue will have its own live worship experience and then view 

a live-streamed or prerecorded preaching message from our main 
campus. 

•	 Each venue will have a volunteer hospitality team that will serve the 
needs of their group until they are able to fund a venue director or pastor. 

•	 Each venue will have an elder representative serving on our Elder Board. 
•	 Those attending the venue will be encouraged to participate in 

programming at the main campus until they are able to host their own 
ministries. 

•	 Current staff will serve as a resource to the venues, providing guidance 
and support as ministries are developed.   

Where? When? 
We currently have some monies in the Living Above and Beyond Fund to begin 
planning for a new venue in the Kindred area, and a core group of Bethel families 
have committed to leading this venue. Next month we will be contacting those 
from Bethel Church who live in that area and holding an informational town hall 
meeting to share our plans and generate interest among those who might attend 
this venue. Work is already underway to identify a possible meeting location. 

How?
To enable this venue and others like it to succeed, we need to raise funds for 
equipment, rent, and other costs associated with starting new satellite ministries. 
For the next six months, money designated for the Living Above and Beyond 
Fund will be used as a venue starter fund. Our initial goal is to secure $50,000 
through special gifts from those who have a heart for this outreach. Other 
venues are also being considered. We thank both God and our congregation 
for their generosity in giving, and believe this strategic initiative will allow us to 
advance God’s Kingdom in a powerful way. Further questions can be directed to 
Pastor Andy at andyveith@bethelfc.com.  

2702 30th Ave S  •  Fargo, ND 58103  •  701.232.4476  •  www.bethelfc.com


