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1 Thessalonians

Living  

in the light of   

Christ’s return



What to look for as you read 

1. His use of absolutes, “always” “never” 
2. Note how often Paul uses the phrases 
   “we know…, you know…”  
3. How often Paul contrasts two ideas 
       “not …, but …” 
4. His use of threefold statements 
 



Paul’s thanksgiving for them

We always thank God for all of you and 
continually mention you in our prayers. 
We remember before our God and Father 
    your work produced by faith,  
    your labor prompted by love, and 
    your endurance inspired by hope  

  in our Lord Jesus Christ. (1:2–3)



Paul’s ministry among them

For we know, brothers and sisters 
loved by God, that he has chosen you, 
because our gospel came to you not 
simply with words but also with power,  
with the Holy Spirit, and with deep 
conviction. You know how we lived 
among you for your sake, (1:4-5)



Your fa i th has become known 
everywhere, they tell how you turned  
to God from idols  
to serve the living and true God, and  
to wait for his Son from heaven, whom 
he raised from the dead—Jesus, who 
rescues us from the coming wrath. 
                     (1:9–10)

Transforming power of  the gospel



Paul’s ministry among them

You know, brothers and sisters, that 
our visit to you was not without 
results. We had previously suffered 
and been treated outrageously in 
Philippi, as you know, but with the 
help of our God we dared to tell 
you His gospel in the face of strong 
opposition. (2:1–2)



Paul’s motives in his ministry

For the appeal we make does not 
spring from error or impure motives, 
nor are we trying to trick you. On 
the contrary, we speak as those 
approved by God to be entrusted 
with the gospel. We are not trying to 
please people but God, who tests 
our hearts. (2:3-4)



Paul’s methods in his ministry

You know we never used flattery, nor 
did we put on a mask to cover up 
greed—God is our witness. We were 
not looking for praise from people, 
not from you or anyone else. As 
apostles of Christ we could have 
asserted our authority. Instead, we 
were gentle among you. (2:5–7)



For this reason, when I could stand it 
no longer, I sent to find out about your 
faith. I was afraid that in some way 
the tempter might have tempted you 
and that our labors might have been 
in vain. But Timothy has just now 
come to us from you and brought 
good news about your faith and love. 
                         (3:5-6)

Paul is elated by the good report



May the Lord make your love increase 
and overflow for each other and for 
everyone else, just as ours does for 
you. May he strengthen your hearts so 
that you will be blameless and holy in 
the presence of our God and Father 
when our Lord Jesus comes with all 
his holy ones. (3:11–13)

Paul’s prayer for their progress



 Excelling in sexual purity        4:3-8 
 Excelling in brotherly love       4:9-10 
 Excelling in productive work    4:11-12   

Believers are called to excel
Finally then, brethren, we request and 
exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that just 
as you received from us instruction on 
how you ought to walk and please 
God (just as you actually do walk), 
that you excel still more. (4:1 NASB) 



It is God’s will that you should be 
sanctified: that you should avoid sexual 
immorality; that each of you should 
learn to control your own body in a way 
that is holy and honorable, not in 
passionate lust like the pagans, who do 
not know God; and that in this matter 
no one should wrong or take advantage 
of a brother or sister. (4:3–6a)

By avoiding sexual immorality!



The Lord will punish all those who 
commit such sins, as we told you and 
warned you before. God did not call us 
to be impure, but to live a holy life. 
Therefore, anyone who rejects this 
instruction does not reject a human 
being but God, the very God who gives 
you His Holy Spirit. (4:6b–8)

By living a godly, Spirit filled life!



Now about your love for one another 
we do not need to write to you, for you 
yourselves have been taught by God 
to love each other. And in fact, you do 
love all of God’s family throughout 
Macedonia. Yet we urge you, brothers 
and sisters, to excel still more, 
                      (4:9–10)

By loving others in God’s family!



Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life: 
You should mind your own business and 
work with your hands, just as we told 
you, so that your daily life may win the 
respect of outsiders and so that you will 
not be dependent on anybody. (4:11–12)

By leading a quiet, productive life!

 Aim- quiet self reliance with insiders 
 Outcome- positive testimony outside



Brothers and sisters, we do not 
want you to be uninformed about 
those who sleep in death, so that 
you do not grieve like the rest of 
mankind, who have no hope. (4:13)

How believers deal with death

A new way to look at an old enemy



We believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, so we believe that God will 
bring with Jesus those who have fallen 
asleep in him. According to the Lord’s 
word, we tell you that we who are still 
alive, who are left until the coming of 
the Lord, will certainly not precede 
those who have fallen asleep. 
                      (4:14–15)

Death does not have the last word!



For the Lord himself will come down from 
heaven, with a loud command, with the 
voice of the archangel and with the 
trumpet call of God, and the dead in 
Christ will rise first. After that, we who are 
still alive and are left will be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet 
the Lord in the air. And so we will be with 
the Lord forever. Therefore encourage 
one another with these words. (4:16–18)

Resurrection day is coming!



*The Day of  Judgment is also coming!
Now, brothers and sisters, about times 
and dates we do not need to write to 
you, for you know very well that the 
day of the Lord will come like a thief in 
the night. While people are saying, 
“Peace and safety,” destruction will 
come on them suddenly, as labor 
pains on a pregnant woman, and they 
will not escape. (5:1–3)



We are looking to that tomorrow!

But you, brothers and sisters, are not 
in darkness so that this day should 
surprise you like a thief. You are all 
children of the light, and children of 
the day. We do not belong to the night 
or to the darkness. So then, let us not 
be like others, who are asleep, but let 
us be awake and sober. (5:4–6)



But since we belong to the day, let us 
be sober, putting on faith and love as 
a breastplate, and the hope of 
salvation as a helmet. For God did not 
appoint us to suffer wrath but to 
receive salvation through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. He died for us so that, 
whether we are awake or asleep, we 
may live together with him. (5:8–10)

Believers are “daytime” people!



Therefore encourage one another 
and build each other up,  
just as in fact you are doing. (5:11)

*Believers are “body builders”*

How do we build each other up?
1. By building up our leadership,  5:12-13 
2. By building up other believers, 5:14 
3. By avoiding retaliation,             5:15 
4. By caring for the inner life,       5:16-18 
5. By caring for assembly life,      5:19-22



Now we ask you, brothers and 
sisters, to acknowledge those—  

who work hard among you,  
who care for you in the Lord and  
who admonish you.  

Hold them in the highest regard in 
love because of their work. Live in 
peace with each other. (5:12–13)

Building up our spiritual leaders!

Know, support these ‘helpful’ people



And we urge you, brothers and 
sisters, warn those who are idle and 
d i s r u p t i v e , e n c o u r a g e t h e 
disheartened, help the weak, be 
patient with everyone. (5:14)

Building up those who are ‘hurting’

Don’t retaliate against ‘hurtful’ people
Make sure that nobody pays back 
wrong for wrong, but always strive to 
do what is good for each other and 
for everyone else. (5:15)



Do not quench the Spirit. Do not 
treat prophecies with contempt. Test 
everything. Hold on to what is good. 
Avoid every kind of evil. (5:16-22)

Be thoughtful, make wise choices

Live joyfully and prayerfully!

Rejoice always, pray continually, give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this 
is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 
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The certainty 

and signs of  

Christ’s Return



Faith is under fire but triumphant

We ought always to thank God for you, 
brothers and sisters, and rightly so, 
because your faith is growing more and 
more, and the love all of you have for 
one another is increasing. Therefore, 
among God’s churches we boast about 
your perseverance and faith in all the 
persecutions and trials you are enduring. 
                           (1:3–4)



The day of  reckoning is coming!
All this is evidence that God’s judgment 
is right, and as a result you will be 
counted worthy of the kingdom of God, 
for which you are suffering. God is just: 
He will pay back trouble to those who 
trouble you and give relief to you who are 
troubled, and to us as well. This will 
happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed 
from heaven in blazing fire with his 
powerful angels. (1:5–7)



Christ will make everything right!
He will punish those who do not know 
God and do not obey the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus. They will be punished with 
everlasting destruction and shut out 
from the presence of the Lord and 
from the glory of his might on the day 
he comes to be glorified in his holy 
people and to be marveled at among 
all those who have believed. (1:8–10)



Be calm and confident while you wait

Concerning the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and our being gathered to 
him, we ask you, brothers and sisters, 
not to become easily unsettled or 
alarmed by the teaching allegedly from 
us—whether by a prophecy or by word 
of mouth or by letter—asserting that the 
day of the Lord has already come. 
                       (2:1–2) 



Don’t let anyone deceive you in any 
way, for that day will not come until the 
rebellion occurs and the man of 
lawlessness is revealed, the man 
doomed to destruction. He will oppose 
and will exalt himself over everything 
that is called God or is worshiped, so 
that he sets himself up in God’s temple, 
proclaiming himself to be God. (2:3–4)

Events preceding the Day of  the Lord



*What is the “rebellion” (apostasia)?*

“apostasia” occurs only twice in the N.T.  
    in Acts 21:21; (here in 2 Thes. 2:3) 
—“depart from Moses” in NIV but  

“forsake” in NASB, ESV, NKJV 
—translated as “rebellion” here in NIV, 
—“apostasy” in NASB,  
—“falling away” in NKJ and ESV 
—rapture/departure of the church 
   1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, with 5:1-10 



Don’t you remember that when I was 
with you I used to tell you these 
things? And now you know what is 
holding him back, so that he may be 
revealed at the proper time. For the 
secret power of lawlessness is already 
at work; but the one who now holds it 
back will continue to do so till he is 
taken out of the way. (2:5–7)

1. The “restrainer” will be removed



Who or what is the “restrainer?”

-both neuter “it” and masculine “he” 

-able to restrain the lawless one & Satan 

-must be greater/stronger than Satan 

-but, able to be “taken out of the way” 

-these fit the Holy Spirit, who indwells 
every believer, indicates the rapture of 
the church (pre-tribulation) prior to the 
Day of the Lord when Christ returns



Then the lawless one will be revealed, 
whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with 
the breath of his mouth and destroy by 
the splendor of his coming. The coming 
of the lawless one will be in accordance 
with how Satan works. He will use all 
sorts of displays of power through signs 
and wonders that serve the lie, and all 
the ways that wickedness deceives 
those who are perishing. (2:8–10)

2. The “lawless one” will be revealed



Our call to remain steadfast in faith
So then, brothers and sisters, stand 
firm and hold fast to the teachings we 
passed on to you, whether by word of 
mouth or by letter. May our Lord Jesus 
Christ himself and God our Father, who 
loved us and by his grace gave us 
eternal encouragement and good hope, 
encourage your hearts and strengthen 
you in every good deed and word.  
                       (2:15–17)



Face the future with confidence! 

The Lord is faithful, and he will 
strengthen you and protect you from 
the evil one. We have confidence in 
the Lord that you are doing and will 
cont inue to do the th ings we 
command. May the Lord direct your 
hearts into God’s love and Christ’s 
perseverance. (3:3–5)



Work while you wait for Christ! 
We gave you this rule: “The one who 
is unwilling to work shall not eat.”  
We hear that some among you are 
idle and disruptive. They are not busy; 
they are busybodies. Such people we 
command and urge in the Lord Jesus 
Christ to settle down and earn the 
food they eat. And as for you, never 
tire of doing what is good. (3:10–13)



See you next week!

1 Timothy 

Pastoral Care and Conduct 

in the Church


