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Distinctive Features of  Numbers

God’s power, love, and 
holy character are revealed 
!

Testing = Faith and failure 

Leadership principles

NUMBERS: Disobedience Leads to Desert Wandering
Key verse: 32:13, “The LORD made them wander in the desert forty years …who had done evil in his sight.”

Key Words:           
Grumbled, 
Rebelled,  
Death/died, 
Sin, War, 
Camped, 
Desert

At Sinai: 
Preparing 
to March
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Moses 
1444-1406 
B.C.

In the Desert: 
Wandering

At Moab:      
Prelude to 

Entering Canaan

Israel at Sinai:         
three weeks

Crisis 
13-14

Camping in the Desert        
thirty-nine years

Plains of Moab:        
five months

Cleansing the camp Crisis at Kadesh Coming again to Canaan
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Lessons for us to learn

Importance of organization & order         1-2 

Importance of purity for God’s people     3-4 

The Holy God requires a holy people   5 

Importance of “righting wrongs”              5 

Jealousy & the integrity of marriage       5 

Importance of keeping promises made   6



It’s not about me! Moses’ “I” Trouble
Moses was troubled. He asked the LORD, “Why have 
you brought this trouble on your servant? What have I 
done to displease you that you put the burden of all 
these people on me? Did I conceive all these people? 
Did I give them birth? Why do you tell me to carry 
them in my arms, as a nurse carries an infant, to the 
land you promised on oath to their forefathers? Where 
can I get meat for all these people? They keep wailing 
to me,  ‘Give us meat to eat!’  I cannot carry all these 
people by myself; the burden is too heavy for me. If 
this is how you are going to treat me, put me to death 
right now—if I have found favor in your eyes—and do 
not let me face my own ruin.” (11:11-15)

Leaders must learn to “share the load”

The LORD said to Moses: “Bring me seventy 
of Israel’s elders who are known to you as 
leaders and officials among the people. 
Have them come to the Tent of Meeting, that 
they may stand there with you. I will come 
down and speak with you there, and I will 
take of the Spirit that is on you and put the 
Spirit on them. They will help you carry the 
burden of the people so that you will not 
have to carry it alone.” (11:16-17)

Crisis at Kadesh, 
 13-14

An exploration party 
of 12 men is sent out, 

They explore the land 
for 40 days & return, 

Two different reports, 
majority vs. minority, 

 Who do you think the 
people will believe?

....

~c:t>le
• , Two of the
~.pleaded
..r;sbelieve
t on his

- ,mlt of that
fue land of

2...ld Joshua.
:-etween the
, the entry
'hich seem
~<eoasis of
~egeb. But
'so wandered
zain, then
rugged
, of the Dead
d have

h·'ay, which
.::ahaeast of
rato Syria,
'G. not allow
::ory by this
.,-=~ farther
~~0:14-21).
,-\morites,

: 5 Highway,
~bonand

-
Wilderness Wanderings

Og King of Bashan. They were
defeated in battle, and the attempts
of the King of Moab to overthrow
Israel thwarted (Numbers 21-25).
Israel was now encamped on the
plains of Moab, close to the River
Jordan, north of where it flows into
the Dead Sea. Here Moses
addressed the people for the last
time; his words are recorded in
Deuteronomy. He recalled the
years of wandering, and reminded
the people of God's covenant
(Deuteronomy 7:6; 10:12-13).
For forty years Moses had served

God and the people of God as
lawgiver, administrator, judge, and
spokesman of God. His death is
recorded at the end of
Deuteronomy.
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An artist's impression of the tabernacle used by the
Israelites during their wilderness wanderings.
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The minority report, “We can!” 
(Eyes fixed on the outcome)

Then Caleb silenced the people before 
Moses and said, “We should go up and 
take possession of the land,  
for we can certainly do it.”  (13:30)     



The majority response- “We can’t”

But the men who had gone up with him 
said, “We can’t attack those people; they 
are stronger than we are.” And they spread 
among the Israelites a bad report about the 
land they had explored. They said, “The 
land we explored devours those living in it. 
All the people we saw there are of great 
size. We saw the Nephilim there (the 
descendants of Anak come from the 
Nephilim). We seemed like grasshoppers in 
our own eyes, and we looked the same to 
them.”(13:31-33)     

Who will the people believe?

That night all the people of the community 
raised their voices and wept aloud.  All the 
Israelites grumbled against Moses and 
Aaron, and the whole assembly said to 
them, “If only we had died in Egypt! Or in 
this desert!  Why is the Lord bringing us to 
this land only to let us fall by the sword? 
Our wives and children will be taken as 
plunder. Wouldn’t it be better for us to go 
back to Egypt?”  And they said to each 
other, “We should choose a (new) leader 
and go back to Egypt.”(14:1-4)     

The power of  intercessory prayer, 
Pleading with God on behalf  of  people

“Now may the LORD’s strength be displayed, 
just as you have declared: ‘The LORD is slow 
to anger, abounding in love and forgiving sin 
and rebellion. Yet he does not leave the 
guilty unpunished; he punishes the children 
for the sin of the fathers to the third and 
fourth generation.’ In accordance with your 
great love, forgive the sin of these people, 
just as you have pardoned them from the 
time they left Egypt until now.” (14:17-19)

But, sin has consequences!

The LORD replied, “I have forgiven them, as you 
asked. Nevertheless, as surely as I live and as 
surely as the glory of the LORD fills the whole 
earth, not one of the men who saw my glory 
and the miraculous signs I performed in Egypt 
and in the desert but who disobeyed me and 
tested me ten times—not one of them will ever 
see the land I promised on oath to their 
forefathers….  
For forty years—one year for each of the forty 
days you explored the land—you will suffer for 
your sins. (Numbers 14:20-23, 34)



Second thoughts are no substitute 
for prompt, first-time obedience!

When Moses reported this to all the Israelites, they 
mourned bitterly. Early the next morning they went 
up toward the high hill country. “We have sinned,” 
they said. “We will go up to the place the LORD 
promised.” But Moses said, “Why are you 
disobeying the LORD’s command? This will not 
succeed! Do not go up, because the LORD is not 
with you. You will be defeated by your enemies.” …  
Nevertheless, in their presumption they went up 
toward the high hill country, though neither Moses 
nor the ark of the LORD’s covenant moved from the 
camp. Then the Amalekites and Canaanites 
attacked them and beat them down. (14:39-45)

But, God specializes in “new beginnings”

The LORD said to Moses, “Speak to the 
Israelites and say to them: ‘After you enter the 
land I am giving you as a home and you 
present to the LORD offerings made by fire, as 
an aroma pleasing to the LORD—whether burnt 
offerings or sacrifices, for special vows or 
freewill offerings or festival offerings—present 
it as an aroma pleasing to the LORD. “Speak to 
the Israelites and say to them: ‘When you 
enter the land to which I am taking you and 
you eat the food of the land, present a portion 
as an offering to the LORD.(15:1-19)

Faith affects how you look at life’s problems, 
your mission, your resources, and yourself

Objective in assessing weakness/strength 
Balanced in weighing assets and liabilities 
Chooses principles over preferences 
Governed by facts/faith not fears/feelings 
Commits weakness to God, acts on strength 
Expects their best not poorest performance 
Takes “reasonable” risks in obedience to God 
Avoids the easy in order to achieve the best

Faith affects how you see God 

Believes God is the deciding factor in life 
Confident God cares for and controls life 
Seeks to know God’s purpose and plan 
Appropriates God’s power in life’s problems 
Trusts God without testing Him 
Follows wholeheartedly where God leads 
Dares things impossible to do without God 
Approaches life in partnership with God



Faith is the key to victory in God’s work!

“The church has always prospered most 
when it has been blessed with strong, 
spiritual leaders who expected and 
experienced the touch of the supernatural 
in their service.” J. Oswald Sanders,

“We never test the resources of God until 
we attempt the impossible.” F. B. Meyer

“Attempt something so impossible that 
unless God is in it, it is doomed to failure.” 

John Haggai

Playing the “blame game,” 
Discontent directed at the leaders

Now there was no water for the community, and 
the people gathered in opposition to Moses and 
Aaron. They quarreled with Moses and said,     
“If only we had died when our brothers fell dead 
before the LORD! Why did you bring the LORD’s 
community into this desert, that we and our 
livestock should die here? Why did you bring 
us up out of Egypt to this terrible place? It has 
no grain or figs, grapevines or pomegranates. 
And there is no water to drink!” (20:1-5) 

No one is exempt from Obedience!
The LORD said to Moses, “Take the staff, and you 
and your brother Aaron gather the assembly 
together. Speak to that rock before their eyes and it 
will pour out its water.” … So Moses took the staff 
from the LORD’s presence, just as he commanded 
him. He and Aaron gathered the assembly together 
in front of the rock and Moses said to them, “Listen, 
you rebels, must we bring you water out of this 
rock?” Then Moses raised his arm and struck the 
rock twice with his staff. Water gushed out, and the 
community and their livestock drank. But the LORD 
said to Moses and Aaron, “Because you did not 
trust in me enough to honor me as holy in the sight 
of the Israelites, you will not bring this community 
into the land I give them.” (20:7-12)

Outline of  Numbers 22-36
III. Plains of Moab: prelude to entering the land 22-36 

Interference & oracles of Balaam                    22-25 
His invitation by Balak of Moab                22 
Balaam’s three oracles                             23:1-24:9 
Balaam’s fourth oracle of blessing              24:10-25 
Balaam’s counterfeit curse                          25 

Preparation of a new generation           26-36 
The second census                                    26 
Women’s rights under the Law                 27 
Laws for offerings and vows                     28-30 
Judgment on the Midianites                      31 
Transjordan settlement                              32 
Stages of Israel’s journey from Egypt      33 
Instructions for allotting the land             34-36 
!



Balaam’s counterfeit curse, 
a true prophecy from a false prophet!

“The oracle of Balaam, the oracle of one whose eye 
sees clearly, the oracle of one who hears the words 
of God, who has knowledge from the Most High, 
who sees a vision from the Almighty, who falls 
prostrate, and whose eyes are opened: “I see him, 
but not now; I behold him, but not near. A star will 
come out of Jacob; a scepter will rise out of Israel. 
He will crush the foreheads of Moab, the skulls of all 
the sons of Sheth. Edom will be conquered; Seir, his 
enemy, will be conquered, but Israel will grow 
strong. A ruler will come out of Jacob and destroy 
the survivors of the city.” (24:15-19) 
 

The high cost of  compromise,

While Israel was staying in Moab, the men 
began to indulge in sexual immorality with 
Moabite women, who invited them to the 
sacrifices to their gods. The people ate and 
bowed down before these gods. So Israel 
joined in worshiping the Baal of Peor. And the 
LORD’s anger burned against them. (25:1-18) 
“They were the ones who followed Balaam’s 
advice and were the means of turning the 
Israelites away from the LORD in what 
happened at Peor, so that a plague struck the 
LORD’s people. (31:16)

God renews His call to possess the land 
Don’t miss life’s “second chances!”

On the plains of Moab by the Jordan across from 
Jericho the Lord said to Moses, “Speak to the 
Israelites and say to them: ‘When you cross the 
Jordan into Canaan, drive out all the inhabitants of 
the land before you. Destroy all their carved 
images and their cast idols, and demolish all their 
high places. Take possession of the land and settle 
in it, for I have given you the land to possess….  
But if you do not drive out the inhabitants of the 
land, those you allow to remain will become barbs 
in your eyes and thorns in your sides. They will 
give you trouble in the land where you will live.   
        (Numbers 33:50-55)

Next week- 
Deuteronomy

Obedience 
leads to God’s 

Blessing


