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JUDGES: Apostasy brings Oppression and Anarchy
Key verse: 21:25, “In those days Israel had no king; every one did as he saw fit.”

Key Words:                   
Did not drive out, 
Forsook the LORD, 
Followed Baal,   
Did evil,         
Served,               
Cried out,       
Raised up  
deliverer Causes
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Consequences

Introduction- 
Seeds Sown

Events  and  Explanation      
Apostasy Grows and Ripens 

Examples     
Harvest Reaped

Disobedience

Disgrace

Cycle of the Judges



19 The men of Judah took possession of the hill 
country, but they were unable to drive the 
people from the plains,  

27 But Manasseh did not drive out the people …  
28 When Israel became strong, they pressed 

the Canaanites into forced labor but never 
drove them out completely.  

29 Nor did Ephraim drive out the Canaanites … 
30 Neither did Zebulun drive out the Canaanites 
31 Nor did Asher drive out those living in Acco…

 Israel’s Disobedience, 1:1-36

The angel of the LORD went up from Gilgal to 
Bokim and said, “I brought you up out of 
Egypt and led you into the land I swore to give 
to your ancestors. I said, ‘I will never break my 
covenant with you, and you shall not make a 
covenant with the people of this land, but you 
shall break down their altars.’ Yet you have 
disobeyed me. Why have you done this? And 
I have also said, ‘I will not drive them out 
before you; they will become traps for you, 
and their gods will become snares to you.’ ”

God’s Discipline, 2:1-5

Faithfulness under Joshua = The people 
served the LORD throughout the lifetime of 
Joshua and of the elders who outlived him 
and who had seen all the great things the 
LORD had done for Israel. (Judges 2:7)  

Forgetfulness of next generation = After 
that whole generation had been gathered 
to their fathers, another generation grew 
up, who knew neither the LORD nor what 
he had done for Israel. (2:10)

 Historical Summary, 2:6-3:6

1st Generation = The people served the 
LORD throughout the lifetime of Joshua 
and of the elders who outlived him and 
who had seen all the great things the LORD 
had done for Israel.  Judges 2:7 

2nd Generation = After that whole 
generation had been gathered to their 
fathers, another generation grew up, who 
knew neither the LORD nor what he had 
done for Israel. (2:10)

 Apostasy within 3 Generations!



3rd Generation = Then the Israelites did 
evil in the eyes of the Lord and served the 
Baals. They forsook the Lord, the God of 
their ancestors, who had brought them out 
of Egypt. They followed and worshiped 
various gods of the peoples around them. 
They aroused the Lord’s anger because 
they forsook him and served Baal and the 
Ashtoreths. In his anger against Israel the 
Lord gave them into the hands of raiders 
who plundered them. (2:11-14) 

 Apostasy within 3 Generations!

3rd Generation = There the Danites set 
up for themselves the idols, and 
Jonathan son of Gershom, the son of 
Moses, and his sons were priests for the 
tribe of Dan until the time of the captivity 
of the land. They continued to use the 
idols Micah had made, all the time the 
house of God was in Shiloh. (18:30-31)

 Even within Moses’ family!

Then the LORD raised up judges, who saved 
them out of the hands of these raiders. Yet they 
would not listen to their judges but prostituted 
themselves to other gods and worshiped them. 
They quickly turned from the ways of their 
ancestors, who had been obedient to the 
LORD’s commands. Whenever the LORD raised 
up a judge for them, he was with the judge and 
saved them out of the hands of their enemies 
as long as the judge lived; for the LORD 
relented because of their groaning under those 
who oppressed and afflicted them. (2:16-18)

The Downward Spiral, 2:16-18

These are the nations the LORD left to test all 
those Israelites who had not experienced any 
of the wars in Canaan: … They were left to 
test the Israelites to see whether they would 
obey the LORD’s commands, which he had 
given their ancestors through Moses.  
 The Israelites lived among the Canaanites, 
Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and 
Jebusites. They took their daughters in 
marriage and gave their own daughters to 
their sons, and served their gods.

Israel Failed God’s Test, 3:1-7



Apostasy- The Israelites did evil in the 
eyes of the LORD; they forgot the LORD their 
God and served the Baals and the 
Asherahs.  

Oppression- The anger of the LORD 
burned against Israel so that he sold them 
into the hands of Cushan-Rishathaim king 
of Aram Naharaim, to whom the Israelites 
were subject for eight years.

The Cycle of  Apostasy 3:7-11

Repentance- But when they cried out to 
the LORD, he raised up for them a deliverer, 
Othniel son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger 
brother, who saved them. 

Deliverance- The Spirit of the LORD came 
upon him, so that he became Israel’s judge 
and went to war. The LORD gave Cushan-
Rishathaim king of Aram into the hands of 
Othniel, who overpowered him.  

Rest- So the land had peace for forty 
years, until Othniel son of Kenaz died.

Othniel        3:7-11 
Ehud         3:12-30 
Deborah and Barak  4-5 
Gideon        6-8 
Abimelek       9 
Tola and Jair     10:1-5 
Jephthah       10:6-12:7 
Ibzan, Elon, Abdon  12:8-15 
Samson        13-16

Deliverance under the Judges, 3-16
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would have been sung around campfires for genera-
tions (Judges 5). Each emphasized different aspects of 
the whole; together, they offer a telling that is both 
earthy and delightful, rich in cultural detail while 
full of geographical common sense. 

The story opens with Israel’s Galilee tribes 
squeezed in a pincer between Jabin and his general, 
Sisera (Judg 4:2–3). Jabin was at Hazor, the old dynastic 

Canaanite capital of Galilee (cf. Josh 11:10) where the 
great international highway connecting Mesopota-
mia and Egypt entered the land from the north. The 
army was with Sisera at Harosheth-ha-goiim (“The 
Cultivated Fields of the Gentiles”), which, from the 
evidence of the poem (Judg 5:19), must have been be-
tween Taanach and Megiddo near the point where 
the same trunk route approached Galilee from the 

The Limits of Israelite 
Settlement during the Time 
of the Judges. Although the 
Book of Joshua portrays a full 
conquest and division of the 
land of Canaan by the Israelite 
tribes, Judges is careful to 
delineate between areas actually 
settled by Israel and those in 
which the Canaanite presence 
remained strong. In short, Israel 
clung to the rocky hills largely 
devoid of natural resources 
while the Canaanite city-states 
controlled the fertile valleys and 
important routes below.

Mesopotamian border marker 
(kudurru), c. 12th century b.c. 
Large nations such as Egypt, 
Assyria or Babylon formally 
marked the limits of their 
control with standing stones, 
often inscribed by the name and 
exploits of conquering kings. 
During the time of the Judges, 
Israel’s tribal borders were too 
much in flux to be set in stone.

Limits of   
Israelite 

Settlement and 
Israel’s Hostile 

Neighbors



The angel of the LORD came and sat down 
under the oak in Ophrah that belonged to 
Joash the Abiezrite, where his son Gideon 
was threshing wheat in a winepress to keep it 
from the Midianites. When the angel of the 
LORD appeared to Gideon, he said, “The 
LORD is with you, mighty warrior.” “But sir,” 
Gideon replied, “if the LORD is with us, why 
has all this happened to us? Where are all his 
wonders that our fathers told us about when 
they said, ‘Did not the LORD bring us up out of 
Egypt?’ But now the LORD has abandoned us 
and put us into the hand of Midian.”   

Gideon's Journey of  Faith (6-8)

“But LORD,” Gideon asked, “how can I save 
Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, 
and I am the least in my family.” The LORD 
answered, “I will be with you, and you will 
strike down all the Midianites together.” 
Gideon replied, “If now I have found favor in 
your eyes, give me a sign that it is really you 
talking to me. Please do not go away until I 
come back and bring my offering and set it 
before you.” And the LORD said, “I will wait 
until you return.”

Gideon's Journey of  Faith

Gideon said to God, “If you will save 
Israel by my hand as you have promised
— look, I will place a wool fleece on the 
threshing floor. If there is dew only on 
the fleece and all the ground is dry, then 
I will know that you will save Israel by 
my hand, as you said.”  And that is what 
happened. Gideon rose early the next 
day; he squeezed the fleece and wrung 
out the dew—a bowlful of water.

Gideon's request for a sign

Was it a sign of  
faith or of  doubt? 
!

Is it a pattern    
for our faith?

Gideon's Fleece:



Jephthah’s Rash Vow
Gang leader, illegitimate child, (his mother was 
a prostitute). He “knew the LORD,” but he had 
conflicting values. He was driven away by his 
half-brothers, returned to lead the fight against 
Ammonites. Jephthah “bargained with God,”  

Jephthah made a vow to the LORD: “If you give 
the Ammonites into my hands, whatever 
comes out of the door of my house to meet me 
when I return in triumph from the Ammonites 
will be the LORD’s, and I will sacrifice it as a 
burnt offering.” (11:30–31).

Support for a literal sacrifice
1. Burnt offering (286x) always involves death   
2. Jephthah’s background and nature 
3. His desperation before and grief after   
4. His violent nature, killed 42,000 Israelites 
5. Daughter’s request for 2 months time to  
 lament indicates the end of her life 

6. There is no indication that God approved 
7. Fits with the violence and lawlessness  
 rampant during the period of the judges.

Support for perpetual virginity
1. Human sacrifice is forbidden under the  
 Law, (Lev. 18:21; Deut. 12:31; 18:10) and 
 he knew the Mosaic Law (11:15-27) 

3. Jephthah is listed in Hebrews 11:32-33 for 
 his faith (between Samson and David) 

4. Jephthah would be left with no heir and no 
 family as she was his only child 

5. The Spirit of God came upon Jephthah,  
 making such an action unlikely (11:29) 

6. Sacrifice would have required the service 
 of a priest and no priest would be willing

Samson, the original “Rambo” 
What kind of  a Man was Samson?

Saint or sinner? 

Spirit filled or 
flesh filled? 

Worst or just 
the last judge?



Consequences of  the Period: 17-21

Idolatry                        17-18               
Micah and the tribe of Dan = a thieving 
son, a cursing mother, a priest for hire 

Immorality                   19                  
Levite, his concubine, rape and murder 
Israel descends into unprecedented evil 

Anarchy                       20-21            
Plunged into civil war: death, destruction, 
and deceit mark the once godly nation

Literary Structure-  
“The Bethlehem Trilogy” 

Judges 17-21, Ruth

1. Levite from Bethlehem- a priest for hire 

2. Concubine from Bethlehem- rape, 
murder, and a Levite without conscience           

3. Ruth- redemption in Bethlehem, 
covenant loyalty and faith in the midst  
of idolatry, immorality, and anarchy

Lessons to be learned in Judges
 The power (and peril) of making promises   

 The tendency toward spiritual decline and 
loss of faith from generation to generation  
 The corrupting influence of the world 

 The destructive power of the flesh 

 Limited obedience leads to disobedience 

 The power of God ordained leadership 

 Choices and actions have consequences!

Let’s continue in Ruth, 
A Birth Brings New Hope


